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Air quality index, old school
practices to battle pollution

FORWARD AND BACK Modi launches new index as Delhi gets harder to breathe

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHE: Calling for a shift
in lifestyle and returning back
to age-old traditions to help
cut emissions, prime minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
launched a colour-coded air
quality index (AQI) for 10 citles
including the national capital
that will rate air on six parame-
ters, ranging from severe to good.
The index based on global
parameters lo measure air
quality provides a consolidated
number after tracking eight pol-
lutants on four hourly-hasis and
uses colour coding to describe
assoclated health impacts,
Although the AQI, developed
by the Central Pollution Controd
Board und HT Kanpur, has been
launched, there is no clarity on
how it will lead to improvement
in quality of air in cities like
Delhi which the World Health
Organisation in 2014 termed as
the world's most polluted place
The environment ministry
in a statement said that the AQI
would also help enhance public
awareness and involvement, and
create ncompetitive environment
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the lungs and can pass inta

rable with that of Belling,

THE NEW INDEX

Alr Quality Index display boards

among cities to take steps for air
pollution-mitigation

In countries like China and
United States, the AQI 18 linked
with area specific health advi
sories and action to reduce air
pollution. In Betjing industries,
are closed and traffic is restrict

= A WHO study of 1,600 cities released in 2014
showed Delhi had the world’s highest annts
average concentration of small aitborne par-
ticles known as PM2.5 — higher even
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u India disputed the WHO's assertion, but has
conceded that air poliution in Delhi is compa«

Will cower 10 cities — Delhi, Agra, Kanpur,
Lucknaw, Varanasi, Faridabad, Ahmedabad,

Chennal, Bangalore and Hyderabad — each of
which would have monitoring stations with
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ed in areas whose air quality
is labelled as “severs”. People
are also informed about health
facilities available in the area for
pollution-caused problems
Environment Ministry offi
clals said while the ministry
has prepared a format for AQI,

wsuing advisories and related
information was job aof the Delhi
overnment

Apart from Delhi, the AQI hns
beon launchod for Agra, Kanpur.
Lucknow, Varanasi, Faridabad.
Ahmedabad, Chennal, Bangalore
and Hyderabad which have
multiple pollution monitoring
centers, Environment ministor
Prakash Javadekar said that in
subsequent phases, the AQIwill
cover all state capitals and mil
llon plus cities

The Prime Minister, however
turped (he tables on the global
climate debate saving India
should not bow to foreign pres
sure to commi! to cuts in earbon
emissions, but instead pledge to
nse More clean energy

“T'he world guides us on ol
mate change and we follow them!
The world sets the paramaters
and we follow them? It is not like
that," Modi said at an event in
Delhy. “Wecan lead the world

Supgesting traditional meth
nds, Modi emphasised on recyele
and reuse and sald the govern
ment can provide viability gap
funding to urban bodies for ereat-
ing “wealth from waste”
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Delhiairqualtycontinaestotayat ey alarming’lvel

HARIS ZARGAR
NEW DELHI APRIL 6

Amidst  the  growing
lehate about the grim sil-
wation of atr pollution in
fhe national capital, and
the Central government
dgaln expressing its seri-
ous intent fo fackle the
delerioration of uir quali-
v, Delbid's aiy quality eon-
(ued to remain very
alarming  even on
Monday.

The — Bavivonmenlal
Mnitoring and Reseacch
Cenlye, which is 4 nodal
ageney  for It
Meteorologicul
Department (ML} and
provides colour-¢oded air

uality vankings for Delhi
canging from “good” Lo
“severe,” on Monday
showed the aiv guality
index for cupital city as
“yery poor” The PM25
readings were 285, 223,
o, 254, 206 at Mathwea
Road,  Pusa,  Delhi
University — (North),
Divpur, and G Ajeport,
pospectively, bl o which
are "very poor.”

Fyen as the Central -
priment  on - Manday
auneched a fresh ait quali-
1y index to monitar cify's
alr qualiry, ils slatutory
olganisation, the Central
Pollution Contral Board
(OPCBY  tasked with pre
gention, contrel  and

% The PM 2.5 read-
ings were 235, 223,
246, 254, 216 at
Mathura Road,
Pusa, DU (North),
Dirpur, and IGI
Airport, all of which
are 'very poor’
 The particulate
matter PM 2.5 at
Punjabi Bagh was
recorded at 72
micrograms, and 86

micrograms at RK,
Puram

abatement of water pollu-

quality of air and 1o pre-
vent air pollution  does-
W't even have & real time
air quality monitoring
gystemm, Only a few of its
stations actually monitor
PM23 (fine. respivable
pollution particles) patic-
Wlates,

The real-ime ambient
air quality data by the
Dethi Pollution Control
Commitlee (DPCCY also
shiowed that the alr quali
v in varions aveay of
Delhicither s “wnhealthy
for sensitive groups” o
“very poor,” The partie-
lafe mateer PM 25 af
Punjabi Bagh was record:
od at 79 micrograms, and

Pucant, both of which are
figher than preseribed
levels ol G0 micrograms,
e DPCC was vecently
rapped for veleasing “ran”
or “muedited” ail quality
data on its website. The
[nion environment min-
{stry had also decided that
committer's dita would be
“validated” by the Cenlral
Pollution Conrol Hoard
(CPCB) and “quality con:
frol” mechanisms pul
place, hefire it 15 veleased
onling. 1t is the oly state
agencey i Indha to provide
vealtime fed from mulh-
ple stations and for a wide
vange of pollutants such as
Ph10, PM2s, S02 NOZ,

Lion, and, to fmprove the 86 micrograms at RK. €0, ceone and benzene.

An i quality index
compiled by the US
embassy in Delhi record:
e 4 PM25 reading of 172
on  Monday  evening,
which 15 considered
“ynhealthy,” It recorded a
weading of 814 for Anand
Vihar which is onsidered
“hazavdous” on the index.

Delhi has the dual-dis-
tinction of being the most
polluted city in the world
in terms of its air quality,
after a WHO study found
the national capital with
the highest concentration
of PMY5 — particulate
matter smaller than 2.3
microny  form of air pol-
[ution, which 18 consid-
wred most serious,
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Rulesin15
days to curb
construction
pollution: Min

PNS B NEW DELHI

nvironment Minister

Prakash Javadekar has
taken serious note of con-
struction waste as a big con-
tributor to air pollution in
Delhi, saying rules to manage
and regulate this will be
brought within the next 15
days. He stated this during the
opening function of the two-
day meet of Environment
Ministers of all State
Governments on Monday.

The Minister said if Delhi
Metro can deal with dust pol-
lution so effectively, why can't
others manage it?

“Huge amount of dust is
being generated due to increas-
ing construction work in and
around the city, oblivious of the
norms and regulations in this
regard,” he said.

Javadekar said the issue will
be discussed in the ongoing
meet as the State Government’s
concerned are all there on the
occasion.
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Capital has great expectations from air index

FRESH INITIATIVE Experts say data must be used 10 ssue alers and chak out plans 1o facde menace

hencustary
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Dwarka air quality worst on Day 1 of index

City Fails On Debut; 3 Of 5 Monitoring Stations Record Very High Pollution
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