Times Of indis - Dot Mon, 06 Apr-1%.Size : 222 6% sg.cm Page - 0

s

Llencs Macuns . lasepoas

Noida air quality worse
than Delhi during winter

NOT OKAY TO BREATHE

Air quality index shows the daily air quality with colours
and numbers. It tells people how clean or polluted the air is

TiMes News Netwinx

New Delhi: Air quality in
Noida this winter seems o
have begn even worse than
Delhi’s, |t recorded 33% ‘se
vere' days and 46% ‘poor’
days, compared to 7% severe
and 58% poor days in 2013-14.

System of Air Quality
Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR) has cate-
gorizedJeach day's PM2.5
(fine, réspirable particles)
level unf‘et' five heads: good,
moderate, poor, very poor
and severe as per the air
quality index (AQL). The con-
centration range of FM2.5 in
the ‘pool”’ category is 90-210
micrograms per cubic metre
whiletthafe standard is60.

This week, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will
launch AQI for 10 cities,
including Delhi, under Min
istry of| Environment, For-
ests and Climate Change
{(MoEF(C). An hourly AQI
will available on the minis-
try's website,

S0 many poor-air-quality
days uspally call for health
precautjons such as mini-
mizing physical and outdoor
activitids of vulnerable peo-
ple such as the old and those
with cardiae or respiratory
conditions. But in the ab
sence otLa healthadvisory for
air pollgition in India, many
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and how it will affect heaith
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may not even have known
about the bad quality.

“Those with heart dis-
ease, COPD, asthma or aller-
gies suffer a lot during poor-
air-quality days. Those with
heart disease can even col
lapse. Use of drugs increas-
es, which has its own side ef-
feers,” said Dr T K Joshi,
director, Centre for Environ-
ment  Occupational and
Health (CEOH).

Recently, Joshi has rec-
ommended to the Delhi goy-
ernment that a health advi
sory be issued and a special
prevention strategy be pre-
pared for schools,

“The class teacher should
monitor PM10 (coarse pollu-
tants) and PM2.5 regularly.
Children’s physical activity
should be restricted if there
iIs severe or very-poor air
quality,” he suggested.
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NGT finds new ways to implement SC

order to do away with older vehicles

HT Correspondent

NEW DELHE Phasing out veHicle
older than 15 vears on Delhi
roads has caught authorities
in a dilemma On paper there
are over 28 lakh such vehicles
-one-third of the total vehicles
registered — on road polluting
Delhi’s toxic air but in actual
a negligible number of such
vehicles have been found

The National Green Tribunal
in last November had directed
Delhi government to phaseoat
all vehicles older than 15 yéars
in the national capital quoting
a Supreme Court order of 1597
in this regard “The SC order is
law of the land and it has th be
implemented,” NGT chalrman
Swatanter Kumar sald

The traffic police officlels
claimed that implementing/the
arder would not be easy as pres-
ence of vehicles older than 16
years were very less an the capi-
tal roads. The police effort taget

digitd data of these vehicles,
manyregistered more than two
decads ago, from the Transport
Department has not fetched any
results as ownership informa
tion o individual vehicles is
not swilable

Asa result, in a drive span-
ning ever three months, traf
fic pciice could manage to
imposnd just 1,100 vehicles
older han 15 years. "It is less
than tne percent of the total
challans for traffic violations
1ssuec during this period,” a
senior traffic official said, add
ing that finding vehicles older
than 15 years on the road was
diffietlt

The easier way out could
have been that the traffic police
could kave lssued notices (o the
vehicleowners if the Transport
Deparment had the authenti-
cated record. Admitting of
the pmblem, the Delhi chief
secrefary K K Sharma has
now instricted the transport

g -

= Traffic police official claim that the number of vehicles older than 15

years plying on the roads are very less

department to launch 4 web-
site to get information about
vehicles older than 15 years.
from people. "“This is the only
way out to update the database
and start the crackdown,” a
transport department official
said, ndding that phasing out

FILE PHOTO

of vehicles older than 15 years
will take some time.

This has happened as the
vehicle data record manage-
ment is very poor and alsa
shows that the government's
effort to reduce pollution from
vehicles may not happen soon.
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AAP T0 REVAMP
ENVIRONMENTAL
DEPT WITH A

NEW DELHI: Cleaning Delhi's air
may not have been high on the
manifesto of Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) but its government has
decided to revamp its depart-
ments dealing with measures
to check air pollution and infuse
new vigour on keeping a check
on Delhi's rising air toxicity
Sources said the Delhi
Pollution Control Committee
(DPCC), mandated to monitor
air pollution quality in the city,
will get a new chief to replace
Sanjiv Kumar, who is also princi-
pal secretary at the department
of Environment and Forest.
“There is an inherent conflict
of interest in the same person
heading the DPCC and the envi-
ronment department. We want to
end this and have a scientific per-
son on environmental matters
heading the committee to ensure
its independence,” a senior Delhi
government functionary said.
Government sources also said
there would be a streamlining of
the department. CONT ON PO2
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Millennium City clueless about its air quality

OQUTDATED Gurgaon docsnt have a fuby-lunctional manRoring system, records Inconsistent data
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Delhi’s pollution monitoring bodies set for revamp
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DEADLY NEGLIGENCE
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How a city became a

dumping ground for
construction waste
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Air pollution and our right to clean air

As Delhis air pollution levels reach alarming levels, even non-smokers in the city have started developing
smokers’ lungs. But the government continues to shy away from taking responsibility for our health
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